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SUBJECT: PRISONER HUNGER STRIKE IN MEXICO CITY: SITREP 2 

REF: MEXICO 15436 

1 . SUMMARY: WHILE PRISON DIRECTORS STILL PROTEST TO 
CONOFFS THAT NO STRIKE IS GOING ON, IT IS NOW CLEAR 
THAT A LARGE PROPORTION OF THE AMERICAN PRISONERS IN 
MEXICO AND ACAPULCO (SEE SEPTEL), AS WELL AS SOME OTHER 
FOREIGNERS AND EVEN SOME MEXICANS ARE PARTICIPATING 
IN A HUNGER STRIKE. CONTRARY TO PRESS REPORTS IN THE 
UNITED STATES, HOWEVER, WE HAVE HEARD OF NO INCIDENTS 
OF VIOLENCE FROM THE AMERICAN PRISONERS WHO HAVE BREN 
SEEN WITHIN THE LAST DAY. THE CAUSE OF THE STRIKE IS 

THE FAILURE OF MEXICAN OFFICIALS TO KEEP WHAT THE 
PRISONERS HAVE REGARDED AS A PROMISE THAT THEY WOULD 
BE OUT OF PRISON BY DECEMBER 1 AS A RESULT OF THE 
PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION MAKING DRUG OFFENDERS ELIGIBLE 
FOR PAROLE. A REPORT OF THE LATEST INFORMATION 
THE EMBASSY HAS AVAILABLE ON EACH PRISON FOLLOWS. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. SANTA MARTA PENITENTIARY, MEXICO CITY, WAS 
VISITED ON THE AFTERNOON OF DECEMBER 8 BY SCA 
ADMINISTRATOR WALENTYNOWICZ, SCS DIRECTOR GISE, 
CONSUL GENERAL MCANINCH, A& D CHIEF ANTHONY PERKINS. 
AND CONGRESSIONAL STAFF DEL MEMEBERS JOHN HOLSTINE, 
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MICHAEL FINLEY AND ROBERT DOCKERY. A MAJORITY OF 
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THE AMERICAN PRISONERS AT SANTA MARTA HAVE BEEN, 

OR CLAIM TO HAVE BEEN, ON A HUNGER STRIKE SINCE 
DECEMBER 4, IN SPITE OF DENIALS BY PRISON DIRECTOR 
BARQUERA THAT A STRIKE IS CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS. 

ALL OF THE PRISONERS TO WHOM THE VISITORS TALKED 
WERE EXTREMELY BITTER TOWARD THE MEXICANS, BUT 
NONE OF THEM SUGGESTED THAT ANY VIOLENCE HAD 
OCCURRED. THEY ARE PREPARING A PETITION FOR 
MEXICAN OFFICIALS URGING THAT PAROLE FOR DRUG 
OFFENDERS BE PASSED BY THE MEXICAN CONGRESS. 

3. LOS REYES WOMEN'S PRISON WAS VISITED LATER ON 
DECEMBER 8 BY THE SAME GROUP. THE PRISON HAS 
APPARENTLY BEEN QUOT SINCE THE DEMONSTRATIONS 
OF DECEMBER FIRST AND SECOND, AND NO ORGANIZED 
STRIKE WAS IN EVIDENCE. A NUMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
WOMEN SAID THEY WERE, HOWEVER, OBSERVING BEGIN 
QUOTE VOLUNTARY FASTS END QUOTE IN SYMPATHY WITH 
THE STRIKERS, THOUGH THEY WERE NOT ATTEMPTING TO 
PUBLICIZE THEM. 

4. RECLUSORIO PREVENTIVO NORTE WAS LAST VISITED ON 
DECEMBER 7, AT WHICH TIME THE TEN AMERICAN PRIS- 
ONERS THERE TOLD THE CONOFF THAT THEY HAD NOT YET 
DECIDED TO JOIN THE STRIKE. THERE WERE LOCAL 
RADIO REPORTS ON DECEMBER 8 THAT ALL OF THE PRIS- 
ONERS, AMERICAN AND MEXICAN, AND EVEN THE GUARDS, 
HAD GONE ON STRIKE AGAINST THE BEGIN QUOTE 
UNPOPULAR END QUOTE PRISON DIRECTOR, ANTONIO SANCHO 
GALINDEZ. TELEPHONE CALLS FROM THE EMBASSY TO THE 
PRISON ELICITED DENIALS FROM THE PRISON ADMINIS- 
TRATION THAT A STRIKE WAS GOING ON. A CONSULAR 
OFFICER IS VISITING NORTE TODAY. 

5. RECLUSORIO PREVENTIVO ORIENTE: CONOFF SPOKE 
BY PHONE ON DECEMBER 9 WITH PRISON DIRECTOR S 
PRIVATE SECRETARY, JUAN PABLO DE TAVIRA, WHO SAID 
THAT SEVERAL AMERICAN PRISONERS HAD APPROACHED 
HIM PREVIOUS DAY TO CONFIRM THAT THEY WERE ON 
HUNGER STRIKE AND HAD BEEN SINCE DECEMBER 4. 
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DE TAVIRA SAID AMERICANS CLAIMED THAT ALL DRUG 
OFFENDERS WHO WOULD STAND TO BENEFIT FROM STALLED 
PAROLE LEGISLATION WERE PARTICIPATING, INCLUDING 
OTHER FOREIGN AND MEXICAN PRISONERS. 

JOVA 
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